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Spring break study 
abroad



Morocco

ÅNorth African kingdom



Rural commune of ZawiyaAhansal





Background

ÅFounded by Saint Sidi
Ahansalin the 13th 
century

ÅOne of the last 
strongholds of Morocco to 
fall to the French in 1933

Å10,000 people in province



Partner - Atlas Cultural Foundation

ÅLivingston based non-profit

ÅCloeand Kris Erickson



2009



Ighramrestoration



I was interested in the vegetation



Shared vegetation similarity



The genus Artemisia

Potential noxious 
weeds



Questions about agriculture



Extension in Montana



Requires cross cultural communication

ÅExcellent opportunity for students to learn to 
communicate and problem solve

ÅAgriculture is necessary for every culture

ÅWe can always talk about agriculture



Why did locals want to engage with us about 
agriculture?

ÅWomen expressed 
concern about 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘƛŜǘǎ

ÅPest management 

ÅFruit tree health

ÅManaging weeds



First took students in 2014

ÅThe interaction of agriculture, environment, 
ecology, and culture

ÅSustainability



Students learn about the agricultural 
system

ÅHands on


