
The effects of natural resource projects on 
people, land, and the environment:
the view from the developing world





1. It's our land: rights of participation and consent

2. Pollution from a project- now what happens?

3. Does the solution create a new problem? The role of
the precautionary principle

4. Another way forward? The controversial "impact
benefit agreement" approach



1. It's our land: rights of participation and consent
Foreign ownership of agricultural land: the right development path?

• Palm oil in Cameroon • Cargill in Colombia



1. It's our land: rights of participation and consent 
Do companies have obligations to dam displaced peoples?

• Merowe dam in the Sudan



1. It's our land: rights of participation and consent 
Dams and the role of scientific experts

• Zapotillo dam in Mexico



2. Pollution from a project: the transnational approach 

• A “toxic playground” in Chile • Proving causation 



2. Pollution from a project: “in-between” legal systems

• Chevron in Ecuador • Acailandia smelters in Brazil



2. Pollution from a project: weak governance/weak courts

• Tanneries in Bangladesh • Titan cement plant in Egypt



3. Does the solution create a new problem? 
The role of the precautionary principle

• GM corn in Mexico



3. Does the solution create a new problem? 
The role of the precautionary principle

• Deep seabed mining in Papua New Guinea



3. Does the solution create a new problem? 
The role of the precautionary principle

• Fracking • Offshore mine waste dumping



4. Another way forward?
The controversial "impact benefit agreement" approach

• Windpower in Kenya




